
Date: August 6, 2009 

For: Immediate Release    

 

           
   

          Outreach Workshops Offered for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers 

Organic Farming in Tennessee – Growing Opportunitie$ 

 

The Tennessee RC&D Program and the USDA Farm Service Agency will be 

conducting three outreach workshops across the state.  They are designed for small and 

traditionally underserved farmers and landowners, but all farmers who may benefit from 

these workshops are invited to attend. 

This year’s focus is on organic farming.  Presentations will include the process 

of becoming a certified organic farmer, organic farming and conservation, farm loans for 

organic enterprises, and program assistance for certification. 

The project is funded through a partnership with the USDA-Farm Service Agency 

(FSA) and the Tennessee Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Program.  

The workshops will be held on the following dates and locations: 

 

 August 20, at the UT Martin McNairy County Center/Selmer, 1269 

Tennessee Avenue, Selmer, TN 38375 (McNairy County) 

 August 27, at McDonalds Farm, 16705 Coulterville Road, Sale Creek, TN 

(Hamilton County) 

 September 2, at the UT Research and Education Center, 3181 Experiment 

Station Road, Springfield, TN 37172 (Robertson County). 

 

Onsite registration begins at 8:00AM. The workshop starts at 9:00AM and ends at Noon. 

Interested participants should contact one of the following. 
 

For the August 20 Workshop contact: 

Debra Blankenship 

Email: debbie.blankenship@tn.usda.gov 

Telephone: 731/668-7770 Ext. 100 

Fax: 731/668-8510 

 

 

For the August 27 Workshop contact: 

Todd Trew 

Email: todd.trew@tn.usda.gov 

Telephone: 423-775-2272 

Fax: 423-775-7978 

For the September 2 Workshop contact: 

Phillip Wilson 

Email: phillip.wilson@tn.usda.gov 

Telephone: 615/382-9863 Ext. 3 

Fax: 615/382-8471 

 
These workshops are funded in part by the USDA-Farm Service Agency through the Tennessee RC&D Program. 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 


